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MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL AND GENERAL 
COURT, 1622-1629 



From the Originals in the Library of Congress. 



(Continued) 

A Court at James Citty the 9 th April 1628, 

Present 

Capt ffrancis West Esq r Gouerno r &c 

Doctor Pott 

Capt Smyth 

Mr Claybourne. 
Whereas by an Order of this Court the 31 th March 1628, it 
was ordered that Capt Preen 1 should deliver unto Mr Edward 
Bennet, two men servants w th one suite of apparell covenient 
for each of them or 600 1. of Tobacco being for two Servants 
w ch the said Capt Preen should have brought over in the 
Hopewell fower yeares since, & further to pay two hundred 
weight of Tobacco more for damadge that y* said Mr Bennet 
hath sustained by y e want of those men, Now jr« said Capt 
Preen appearing at the Court personally, & answering unto 
the complaints of y e said Edw : Bennet, alledged that he was 
noe way tyed to deliver the men here though he receaved the 
mony of their passadge because there might fall out many 
casualtyes to cutt of their landing in Virginia, w ch he could 
not be thought guilty of nor answerable for, And as con- 
cerning y e putting one of them on shoare in y* Downes, the 
said Capt Preen sayth that he can sufficiently prove, both [by] 
the oath of y Chirurgion Richard Wake & others, that the 
said man named Rich: Coxe was diseased and unfitt to goe 
to sea w th out great danger of his life ; And for the other man 

1 This was John Prin or Pring, owner and master of the Great 
Hopewell, 120 tons. 
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left behind at Plymouth named Robert Waldron, he sayth & 
hath now affirmed uppon his oath at this time taken, that y* 
said Robert Waldron (appearing to be a gentleman like man 
& marchant) Mr. Bennet intreating that he should be kindly 
used did never give any order, to his knowledge, that he 
should be restrained from goeing ashoare. Whereuppon y* 
Court hath thought fitt & ordered, that, notw th standing y e 
former order, the said Capt Preen shall put in good securitye 
that there shalbe two men servants, w th one suite of apparell 
for each of them shipped aboard some shipp bound for this 
Country before the feast of S' Thomas y e Apostle next come- 
ing, to serve y e said Mr Bennet for y» terme of five yeares, the 
said Capt Preen paying for their passages : And for y e damadge 
& losse happening in this manner unto y* said Mr Bennet, it 
is further ordered that the said Capt Preen shall presently pay 
unto y* said Mr Bennet two hundred waight of Tobacco. 
And this shalbe a discharge for y e said Capt Preen from y e 
former Order & y e Warrant made thereuppon. 

At this Court Capt Preen signifyed that he had delivered 
unto Sapt Smyth all y e goods of John Moseley deceased, ex- 
cept two servants w cb were left in y* West Indies (for 
■w cb Capt Jreen standeth accomptable) & thereuppon desired 
accordingly to be discharged of y e bills of lading w ch the 
Court graunted. 



A Court at James Citty the 21 th Aprill [1628] 

Capt ffrancis West Esq' Gouerno r 

Docto r Pott 

Capt Smyth 

M r Claybourne Seer. 
Whereas Hugh Crowder late Planter o[n] the other side 
of y e water died intestate, the Court haveing vewed an in- 
ventory of his Estate, hath graunted the administration of y e 
same unto Rice Watkins & order that hee doe give in se- 
curity for y e same. 
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It is ordered that Cajt Tucker & M r Graine 2 shalbe here 
on Monday come senight to answere unto the controversy] & 
complaints betwixt them. 



A Court at James Citty the 24 th Aprill 1628 

Capt ffranis West Esq r Gouerno r &c. 

Capt Smyth 

Capt Mathewes 

M r Claybourne. 
At this time we receaved from some English men at Pa- 
munky a writing on a peece of barke, sent by 4 Indians at 
Pasbehaye The opinion of y* board was that we should in- 
deavo r as much as could be to procure y* ffreedome of those 
English that are amongst them & to lerne in what places they 
plant their come, & to make them somewhat secure of us, 
that we may live y* quietlier & have the better oportunity to 
be revenged on them for their treachery, but not to make any 
peace or dishonorable treaty w tb them, & to give order that none 
of them should come to our Plantations. 



A Court at James Citty the 25 th [Aprill 1628] 

present 
Capt ffrancis West Esq r Gouer[no r &c] 
Docto' Pott. 
Capt Smyth. 
M r Claybourne. 
John Wayne, Seriant [sergeant] of Elizabeth Citty sworne 

2 This militant churchman was evidently minister of the church at 
Kicoughtan (Hampton). No other record of him has been noted. It 
is probable that the copyist misread the faded original and that the 
name is really Graeme. If, as seems probable, this minister was a 
Rowland Graeme from the Detabatable Land on the borders of Eng- 
land and Scotland, his slight regard for the officials and their war- 
rants is easily explained. He had been born and bred in a country 
where the King's writs were little respected and where the chief law 
was the good old rule that he shall take who has the power and he 
keep who can. 
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& examined sayth that about a [fortnight] since being re- 
quired by Capt Tucker to goe to [M r ] Rowland Graine 
Minister & to demaunde the mast & sailes for his boate be- 
cause that he [had] occasion to use her, otherwise to desire 

him to over to him & to make it appeare how y* 

boa[te] did belong unto him & y e controversy should 

ended, then the said Mr. Graine answered that [mast] & 
sayle he should have none, if Capt Tucke[r] have any thing 
to say to me let him come [here] for I owe him not soe much 
service as to goe to [him] ffurther this deponant sayth, there 

being sent down to y* Masters of y 6 shipps, Capt 

T[ucker] bid this deponant in y e morning, take his [boate] 
at his landing place & goe to y* shipps, but [y*] same night 

y* boate was taken away at M r Graines landing place : 

Where [uppon] this deponant goeing thither for her, [asked 
M r ] Graine for y» boate in Capt Tuckers name [saying] my 
Captaine hath need for y* boate & I [will] have her, then M r 
Graine answered [I have] noe boate of y* Captaines & none 
[he shall have]. Then this deponant sayd I have occa[sion 
for] the boate for the kings service & I must have her, then M r 
Granie said let me see your authoritie & you shall have it; 
then this deponant shewed the aforesaid warrants for the 
Masters of the shipps, & M r Graine reade them & said this is 
but a flime flome & an excuse, for the Masters have notice of it 
allready, I am going to Administer the Com'union & God must 
be served before y* King & soe went into his house so after- 
wards this deponant com'aunded the men that were w th him 
to take y e boate for he would have it, w ch words M™ Graine 
overhearing called to her husband & sayd sweetharte y e Seriant 
sayth he will put y e men aboard & carry away y" 5 Boate: 
Whereuppon M r Graine presently came running out of his 
house in a fury & called for his peece, w ch his boy brought him 
out presently, & swore I will shoote you if any man stirr out 
of y« path : then this deponant sayd Mr. Graine I am sorry you 
should runn into these errors, & Mr. Graine answered be sorry 
for your selfe, if Capt Tucker come himselfe I will do no 
lesse, Moreover this deponant on Monday last receiveing a 
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warrant to attach y e boate, went unto y e boate which then lay 
at Mr. Graines dore & sayd unto Mr. Graine I am comen 
about y e boate againe, here is a warrant to attach it, then Mr. 
Graine said shew it me & haveing read it sayd, you shall have 
noe boate here, my boate shall not goe of my ground, if y e 
Governo r send twenty war [rants] 

M r Utie likewise desired to Capt John Jefferson 8 who 

was in the West Indyes, and all the same being 

for his p'sonal because hee the said John Jefferson 

accomplished the full terme of three years w tb in this 

Country, according as is required further the said M r Uty 
offereth that if the said John Jefferson shall retorne, eyther to 
take upp the land in another place or else to make satisfaccon 
to the said M r Utie for his building and Cleering if he desire 
to putt him off, or otherwise the said M r Utie to pay him for 
the land and purchase the patent, w ch Condicons one way or 
other the Co rt thinke to bee reasonable that soe principall a 
place may not remaine allwaies unplanted. 

8 This reference to Capt. John Jefferson being in the West Indies 
makes it very probable that he was the same man as Capt. John Jeaf- 
freson, who with Captain (afterwards Sir Thomas) Warner and Ralph 
Merrifield, a London merchant, began the colonizing of St. Christo- 
phers in 1623. There is a notice of this man in John Cordy Jeaffre- 
son's A Young Squire of the Seventeenth Century, a book this writer 
has not seen. Oliver's History of Antigua, states that Captain John 
Jeaffreson, of Suffolk, came to that island in the Hopewell in March 
1624. Oliver also states that Capt. John Jeaffreson, was son of John 
Jeaffreson, of Pittistree, Suffolk, yoeman, and that about 1656, Capt. 
Jeaffreson purchased the manor of Dillingham, Cambridgeshire. His 
will was dated Sept. 4 and proved Oct. 1660. He had brothers from 
one of whom the President may have descended. Capt. Jeaffreson's 
arms were Azure, a fret Arg, on a chief of the last three leopard's heads 
gules. Crest: A talbot's head erased Arg. gules. Motto: Vivat post 
funera Virtus. 

In 1626 John Jefferson owned 250 acres, by patent, at Archers Hope. 
This was probably the land referred to above. This John Jefferson, a 
merchant of London, lived for some years in Virginia. In 1623 he was 
appointed by the King one of the Commissioners to induce the Virginia 
Assembly to declare in favor of a dissolution of the Company. Stith 
says that Jefferson took no part in the actions of the Commissioners as 
he was a hearty friend of the Company. On June 19, 1622, Jefferson 
was in London and testified before the Company against Capt. John 
Harvey. 

There was another John Jefferson, a blacksmith, living in Virginia in 
1626 &c. 
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At this Co rt an administracon was graunted unto John Hill 
and Robert Brittaine on the estate of Nicholas Thredder. 

An adm'stra'con was graunted unto John on the es- 
tate of William Morton. 

At this Court was leave given to a sufficient Company to 
plant uppon the back Ryver at Kecoughtan. 

Uppon the suit of M r ffrancis Bolton, Minister [at] James 
Citty it is ordered that hee shall have l[eave] to make a lease 
of the Gleabe land neere u[nto] Archers Hope. 



[At A] Co rt at James Citty 17 th 

present 
Capt: ffrancis West [Gouerno r &c] 
D r Pott 
Capt. Smyth. 
M r Secretary 
C: Tucker. 
M r ffarrar. 
At this Court Mr Waters delyvered the Inventory of Capt : 
John Willcocks estate. 

At this Co rt Capt William Tucker made over unto En- 
signe Thomas Willoby of Elizabeth Citty and to his heires and 
assignes for ever fifty acres of land due unto him the said 
Captaine William Tucker for the transportac'on of . . . 
Shore who came in the . . 1621. 

The estate of Humfry Rastall deceased was taken into con- 
sidera'con and letters from Mr. Thomas Rastall of London 
beeing read it appeared that his desire was to have his tobacco 
collected upp and sent home by the First. It was thought fitt 
that Lancelot Barnes and Mr Holland should bee imployed 
. all the tobaccoe and to give in account thereof into 
the Co rt and soe from tyme to tyme to take order in the 
business as shall bee thought requisite. 

Mr Bennetts peti'con was reade being against Capt John 
Prin for 200" of Tobacco w ch hee was to have paid him by 
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order of Co rt the last yt . . . the 9 th of Aprill i626( ?) 
The w " nevertheles the said Captaine Prin neglected and re- 
fused to pay contrary to his word and promise given to the 
Governo 1- and some of the Councell: Wherefore it is ordered 
that there shall be 300" of Tobacco paid out of the said 
Capt : Prins estate for the said 200" and the Damage and losse 
for long . . . And the Court doth . . . more se- 
verely ... to take notice of Capt Prins contempt 

Richard Bennett p r f erred a petition] . . . ofAdm's- 
tracon on the estate ... of Warrosquoiacke Marchant 
de [ceased] . . . Cheifely indebted unto Mr Edward 
. himselfe w cb was accordingly graunted. 

At the same tyme alsoe hee delyvered upp [an] Inventory 
of the said John ffrancis his estate uppon his oath. 

It is Ordered that the Shalopp w"* Edmond Barker sould 
unto Mr Rastalls men shall bee retorned unto Mr Perry, and 
that the said Edmond doe paie for the mending of the said 
Shalloppe fifty pounds of tobacco. 

At this Co rt was brought in the will of John Perry deceased, 
and proved by the oath of W m Perry gent and that hee was 
in good sence and understanding at the making hereof. 

Uppon considera'cion therein had a Comission of adm'stra- 
'con was graunted unto Thomas Mayhew, Marchant, uppon 
the estate of Mr Daniell Lacy. 

Mr Kingsmill p r ferred his petic'on to have two men re- 
delyvered unto him w ch hee sould to M r Lacy in his life tyme : 
It is ordered thereuppon that hee shall bee paid 500" of to- 
baccoe by the adm'strato r of the said Mr Lacy, at or before 
the feast of Christmas for the said men according to an agree- 
in* made by the said Mr Lacy and Mr Kingsmill. 

Uppon the peti'con of W m Besse, it is ordered [that] there 
shall bee a warrant directed to Mrs. Edloe and her husband 
to appeare at James Citty and answere the suit of the substitute 
of the said Besse on Monday three weekes or else give him 
p'sent satisfaccon. 

Uppon the motion of Cap : W m Tucker overseer of the will 
of Lelf Albiano Lupo deceased It is ordered that Mr Secre- 
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tary shall writ a l're to Mr Granie [to] require him to put in 
security for the goods of the sa[id] Albiano Lupo. 



[At] A Court At James Citty the 18 th daie of 

p'sent 

Cap: ffrancis West [ouerno r &c] 

Doctor: Pott. 

Capt: Smyth 

M r Secretary 

Capt: Tucker 

M r ffarrar. 
It was the opinion of the Court to proceede on the same 
Course concerning the Indians w ch hath hitherto beene held 
untill wee shall find better oportunity to sett uppon them. 

It is ordered that Mr Capps on the first of Aprill next at 
the farthest, doe goe over to the other side of the Bay and 
seeke out fit places for to experim 1 the making of salte by 
the sonn: And that if hee doe neglecte that busines hee bee 
Constrayned thereunto by warrants. 

At this Court Tho: Marlott planter, sworne and exa'ied 
sayth that William Enry about the latter end of May last past 
being sick but of good memory desired this depo' that hee 
would make his will — but this depo 1 answered hee could not 
well doe such a thing, Then the said W m Enry said I pray 
take notice that my will is, that W m Bedford shall have all 
my goods howses Lands debts and whatsoever is belonging 
unto me in Virginia paying my debts. 

Hereuppon the Court graunted a Comission of adm'str unto 
the said W™ Bedford on the said W m Enry his estate. 

It is ordered That forasmuch as Thomas Gregory deceased 
was indebted to Mr Buldham one hundred pounds of tobaccoe 
in the behalfe of his M r Capt W m Saker, And for that it 
appeared that Capt W m Tucker was authorized to receave it 
of the said Mr Gregory, that the said ioo" of tobaccoe bee 
paid to the said Cap : W m Tucker out of the estate of Cap : W m 
Saker, w tb in this Country. 
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Uppon the humble suit of William Johnson the good Shipp 

called the Anne ffor ordered that the said William 

should the estate of Humfrey Rasdell who was 

the said Shipp the some of fower hundred and fifty pounds 
of tobaccoe for that it appeared to the Court that there was 
soe much due unto him for his wages having beene seven 
monethes and a halfe Voyage in the said shipp, And Lan- 
cellot Barnes is required to paie the said four hundred and 
fifty " tobacco to the said Capt William Johnson. 

At this Cour 1 Rob'te Barrington was made Clarke of the 
Councell of State and an oath uppon the holy Evangelist ad- 
m'stred unto him to that purpose ut sequif. 

Yo u shall sweare to keepe secrett all matters Com'itted and 
revealed unto yo u , or treated of secretly at the Councell table, 
untill by the Consent of the Goveno r and Councell or themaio r 
part of them publication shall bee made thereof, and yo u shall 
truly and faithfully to the best of yo r power from tyme to tyme 
Record all acts and orders of Co rt and such other matters as 
are to bee ingrossed and recorded, and yo u shall not delyver 
any writinges concerning the affaires of the Governo r and 
Councell to any other p r son or p r sons whatsoever eyther to bee 
sweene or Coppied out w^out first making the Governo r ac- 
quainted therew*" and order from him obtained and generally 
yo u shall doe all things as shall [be] belonging unto the place 
of Clarke of the [Councell] soe long as yo u shall soe continew 
to bee [Clarke] yo" goe and by the Contents of this booke. 



A Court at James Citty daie of October A Dmi 1628 

C: ffrancis West Esq r [Gouerno r &c] 

Doctor: Pott. 

Capt: Smyth. 

M r Secretary. 

Cap: Tucker. 
It is ordered that Captaine William Tucker shall satisfie and 
paie unto George Downes, Marchant seven hundred twenty 
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and one pounds of tobaccoe for the debt of John Morris, And 
the said Capt : Tucker to recover soe much Tobacco out of the 
hands of the Attorny of the said Morriss as shall satisfie and 
dischardge the same. 

It was testified At this Court by William Holland that hee 
thinketh that there was cast overboard of the tobaccoe was 
shipped by M r Humfrey Rastdell aboord the Anne Fortune 
for Newfoundland and 200" and hee verily thinketh that the 
rest that wants to ballance the Acc° was Lost in the weight. 

William Webster delyvered upp his Acc° of Voyage to New 
Found Land hee being ffactor for the same in the Anne ffor- 
tune, And the Co rt having seene the Coven'nts betweene M r 
Rasdell and him, And finding hee hath p'formed all things on 
his part to bee p r formed, doth think fitt that hee bee dis- 
chardged from the same. 

It is ordered that three thousand and fower score pounds of 
tobaccoe due unto Will'm Webster by M r Humfrey Rasdell 
deceased as appeareth by severall specialities bee p d unto the 
said Will'm Webster out of the said Humfrey Rasdell his 
estate. 



A Court at James Citty 1628 present 

Ca: ffrancis West Esq r Gouerno r &c. 
Doctor: Pott. 
Capt: Smyth. 
M r Secretary 
Capt: Tucker. 
John Day sworne and exa'ied sayth That hee heard Rich- 
Tree did worke uppon the Church at Hogg Hand 4 a weeke or 
fortnight as he verylie thinketh after M r Uty came home from 
the generall assembly. 

Andrew Roe sworne and exa'ied sayth that about the begin- 
ning of August last hee saw certaine severall parcells of dub'd 

* None of the historians of the Colonial Church mention this church 
at Hog Island. Its situation probably made it inconvenient when the 
population of the present Surry County increased and it was, before 
many years, abandoned. 
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board Ly at the Church at Hogg Hand and that since that time 
hee hath seene the said Tree and his servants fetch boards from 
thence. 

ffor as much as it appeares to the Co" that Rich : Tree hath 
neglected the building of the Church at Hog Hand contrary 
to his Coven'nt whereby hee should forfeit one thousand 
pounds of tobaccoe; It is ordered that the said Tree shall 
before the 20 th of December next finish the said Church And 
the inhabitants to bring the tymber necessary for the finishing 
the work to the place where the Church is to be built, by the 
last of this p r sent October, And shall find him nayles suf- 
ficient for the said work, And if the said Tree shall neglect to 
finishe the same according to this order hee shall forfeit the 
some of iooo 11 of tobaccoe And this worke to bee done by the 
said Tree w th out any consideracon to bee paid him therefore 
in reguard of his neglect. 

Uppon peti'con of Hugh Hall it is ordered that he shall 
have certificate of his freedome graunted unto him soe as hee 
bring in security to this Co rt to save them harmelesse. 

(To be continued) 



